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Newspaper headlines all over the nation 
last week carried the gruesome details of an 


before taking his own life. Two wounded are 
in serious condition. It was the third worst 
massacre by a individual in U.S. history! 


On Wednesday, 
Henry Sherrill, 44, of Oklahoma City reached 
the breaking point. He was a computer hobby- 
ist, an Extra-Class amateur, N5PS and an ex- 
‘marine marksman. We didn't know him, but he 
was a member of our Oklahoma City volunteer 
examining team, VE-1583. Pat was one of the 
first to apply as a VE when the FCC turned 
testing over to the amateur community in 
1984. He participated in some of our early 
testing. 


We had several notes on our recorder 
about the incident when we got home from 
work last Wednesday. One was from a Okla- 
homa City police officer (and an amateur) 
giving us the details - another from USA 


Today, the national newspaper wanting a 
statement about Pat Sherrill. 
The media had more or less. character- 


ized Sherrill as an eccentric recluse, a mon- 
ster better known as "Crazy Pat." The news 
media interviewed some of his co-workers and 
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him best - ham radio operators. We did - in- 
cluding one who was also an Oklahoma City 
postal worker - who asked not to be identi- 
fied less he lose his job. 


I DIDN'T WANT HIM TO DIE.... 


Don Kelly, KASUOS, lives in Edmond, 
Oklahoma - about 30 miles north of Oklahoma 
City - where Sherrill worked as a part-time 
postal worker. He knew him well. Sherrill's 
sister lives across the street from Kelly. 
That's how he got to know him. "I saw his 
eall letters on his ear and I stopped and said 
"hello' to him." 


"He was the quietest, most reserved, 
introverted gentleman I have ever known. He 
was terribly shy ...he really did not fit “in 
anywhere. He was a big bear of a man. Most 
of the hams liked him although they held him 
at arms length at times. He was very gener- 
ous. I'm a home brewer. I like to build my 
own equipment. Whenever I needed something, 
he went and got it for me ...he would find it 
somewhere. He would laugh when I made mis- 
takes. He was a good man. I don't know what 
happened. He just cracked." 


"He would come over after work and 
talk about letters of reprimand he would get 
from his supervisors ...not buttoning his but- 
ton ...stuff like that ...very unusual things. 
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‘When people saw him, he was like a big 
shaggy dog - so big ...about 260 pounds, 6 
foot 4 ...big meaty hands and the biggest feet 
you ever saw in your life ...and ugly. They 
would shoo him off." 


"l don't know what happened to him on 
that day. He was not the Pat Sherrill I knew 
for several years. I'm sorry he was connected 
with ham radio. I knew he was in the National 
Guard, but he had a shining record ...he did a 
great job there. I never saw him with a gun. 
Both me and my wife have gone to his house. 
I never would have been afraid to leave him 
alone with my wife or son." 


"Pat was a quiet man ...a_ classical 
guitarist. He loved classical music and spent 
many, many hours all by himself playing his 
guitar and listening to music. He was a loner 
...mostly because of the way people saw him. 
-He loved ham radio - he had equipment hang- 
ing from the walls ...operated all frequencies. 
I don't think anybody ever wanted to associ- 
ate with him. He never married ...never had a 
girl friend. He wasn't a peeping tom like some 
made him out to be. 


"| work for the city. I first heard about 
-it when some fellow employees told me about 
a "hostage situation’ at the post office ...a 
part timer had shot some employees and was 
holding some hostages. I said, 'Oh my good- 
ness ...[ bet that is Pat Sherrill.’ I called the 
police department and told them I knew Pat 
and offered my services. I didn't want him to 
die. I thought that if there is anything I could 
do for Pat after all the nice things he had 
done me.... He helped me move, gave me rides 
places... He always had a kind word ...always 
the first to donate his time when there was a 
storm in the area. He knew all the hams. Not 
one of them has had a bad word to say about 
him. He was very active on two meters. Pat 
wasn't a troublemaker." 


"He wanted to fit in somewhere. He was 
like a little boy. He just didn't know how. 
They treated him very poorly at work ...like 
he was some sort of animal because of his 
size and his shy personality. The opinion of 
the ham community was that he was an odd 
ball but not capable of doing what he did. Pat 
never talked about guns or hurting anybody. 
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He just went crazy and became somebody 
else. Anybody can crack under strain. He 
never understood what he had done wrong at 
the post office. I have tried to tell people 
about Pat. No one wants to listen. There is 
terrible anger in Edmond. They hate this guy. 
The picture being portrayed by the press is 
one of sensationalism." 


MORALE PROBLEMS AT THE POST OFFICE 


The next interview was with a 10-year 
employee (and an Extra Class amateur) with 
the Oklahoma City postal department. "I have 
known Pat Sherill for four or five years," he 
said. "He wasn't a monster. He was just a shy, 
introverted type person, that didn't talk to a 
whole lot of people on a face-to-face basis. 
Amateur radio was a way he was able to be 
extroverted. I talked with him at our hamfest 
two weeks ago and worked field day with 
him." 


"Pat was at our VE session in July ...he 
always confided in me. I was the first one he 
ealled when he passed the test to be hired (at 


‘the post office) ...1 kind of feel bad that I 


made it out to be such a good job." 


"Right here in the Oklahoma City sec- 
tional center we have gone though a lot of 
transition and changes. I hate to Say it, but it 
is very difficult to work for these upper and 
mid-management personnel that we have here. 
They demand too much of a person all the 
time ...constantly picking at you. This is the 
worst it has ever been." 


"The federal investigators are keeping 
his disciplinary file where nobody can get to 
it. Pat had called me and told me about quite 
a few problems that he was having with man- 
agement at the station in Edmond. He did do 
some things that I would have never done 
..he sprayed a ladies dog with an animal 
repellant who was antagonizing him through a 
fence while she was watching. She filed a 
formal complaint but the union was able to 
ward off that particular situation." 


"Pat was a very smart individual and 
was great with electronics, but sometimes 
didn't reason well. He was reprimanded by 
two supervisors on Tuesday instead of on a 
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one-to-one basis and threatened to fire him. 
Pat was very upset about it and must have 
gone to the National Guard at that time and 
checked out a 45 automatic and several rounds 
of ammo. He also had his own handgun." (He 
actually checked out two 45 caliber automatic 
pistols and 500 rounds of ammunition.) 


"Pat confided in me since I worked for 
the postal service ...1 knew more of the situ- 
ation about the job. He would talk with me 
for two or three hours on the telephone when 
he was having some problems. Most of his 
time was spent with amateur radio, working 
with his computer and building stuff. That is 
what he enjoyed doing." 


",,.the threatening of the loss of his job 
- the rejection factor - was too much for him 
to understand. I think they just snapped him. 
He had a mental breakdown." 


"The post office is trying to find every- 
thing in favor of themselves ...that there is 
not going to be any blame on them. Just like 
they do everything else. They want it to 
appear that it was a guy who was completely 
off his rocker ...that he was a loon ...that had 
grudges against supervision due to being 
reprimanded." 


"One of the tactics that they did use on 
him there through other work personnel was 
to say that 'you guys would not have to work 
overtime or work so hard if Pat would do his 
job."" 


"You just never Know where a man's 
breaking point is. He was a very quiet person 
-..you would have never thought he would 
have considered doing a thing like this ...then 
you push him so much that you make him 
snap. Don't blame all of it on Pat. I feel that 
through pressures he had a nervous break- 
down. ...The management that we have in 
here are a bunch of axe people. They are in 
here to make some heads roll. We change 
management here in Oklahoma City about 
once every three years. They are trying to 


make some examples. They fired a union stew- 
ard at the Moore (Oklahoma) post office 
about two weeks ago because he did not fol- 
low a direct order since he had the top but- 
...and suspended 


ton on his shirt unbuttoned 


“seven days. 


another gentleman for the same thing for 
That is an example of what we 
have to put up with in this area." 


"Pat was a good soldier while in the 
military ...£honorably discharged from the U.S. 
Marines. They never had any trouble with him 
at all. This whole thing is beyond comprehen- 
sion. I am having some problems dealing with 
it. I can't believe that he would kill that 
many people ...all those women and fellow 
workers." 


POSTAL UNION BLAMES MANAGEMENT.... 


On Thursday, August 21st, representa- 
tives of the National Association of Letter 
Carriers Union and postal service management 
broke into a bitter verbal war over whether 
high-pressure management tactics may have 
triggered one of the worst mass murders in 
U.S. history. The NALC charged that they 
"believe that Mr. Sherrill was pushed over the 
brink by irresponsible and coercive manage- 
ment policies by the Postal Service in the 
Oklahoma City area..." 


The Dallas Morning News reported 
"Union officials Thursday cited the disciplin- 


ing of Sherrill as an example of a longstand- 
ing problem with the Postal Service's adminis- 
tration of the Oklahoma City area where, 
they maintained, 'harrassment and _ intimida- 
tion' routinely have been used to prod better 
performance from employees." 


Sherrill was cremated Friday and his 
ashes buried along side of his parents. 
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HAM SENTENCED FOR INDUSTRIAL FRAUD 


An amateur who was granted a top- 
secret clearance by the Defense Department 
has been sentenced to 5 years in prison and 
fined $140,000. William A. Reinke, WA7TCC, 
of Brea, California, was convicted on two 
eounts of defrauding the government during 
his employment at Northrop on the top-secret 
stealth (radar invisible) bomber program. 
Allegedly he awarded $600,000 in subcon- 
tracts to an engineering firm he owned. 


Even though a high school dropout and 
a convicted felon, Reinke passed as an 


engineer at Northrop. He had told Northrop in 
an employment application that he was 
attending graduate school when, in fact, he 
‘was serving a three-year term at hard labor 
in a Florida prison. He had also indicated that 
he had no prior convictions when actually he 
has a record of 13 arrests. Northrop hired 
Reinke in 1984 immediately after he had been 
fired at Rockwell International. 


The House Energy and Commerce sub- 
committee on oversight and investigations is 
looking into security breaches in the defense 
industry. Members of Congress are infuriated 
about the Pentagon's handling of the Reinke 
security clearance. Peter Stockton, a subeom- 
mittee investigator said "Members of Congress 
cannot get access to these programs, but con- 
vieted felons can. Not only did he get top- 
secret clearance, but it was with special 
access to one of the most sensitive military 
programs," 


The Defense Investigative Service, the 
Pentagon agency charged with safeguarding 
security at industrial sites, knew about about 
Reinke's convictions when it granted the top- 
secret clearance, but granted the clearance 
anyway because they occurred more than 22 
months ago. They did not know about his ter- 
| mination at Rockwell, however. 
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JULY AMATEUR LICENSING STATISTICS.... 


July 1985 1986 
New First Time Amateurs 1,431 2,806 
Novice Class Upgrading 1,525 1,893 
Technician Class Upgrading 283 615 
General Class Upgrading 369 667 
Advanced Class Upgrading 273 431 
Total Amateurs Upgrading 2.050 3,606 
Amateurs Failing to Renew 2,416 2,476 
Change in Amateur Census -985 +1,194 
Month End Census 410,287 420,193 


1986 Extra - 40,282 9.6% 
1985 jth 97 548" Gay 
1986 Advan.- 98,240 23.4% 
1985 " " 97.565 23.8% 
1986 Gen. - 116,884 27.8% 
1985 " " 1416812 28.5% 
1986 Tech.- 85,820 20.4% 
1985 " " 82.389 20.1% 
1986 Novice- 78,967 18.8% 
1985 "" 75.973 


18.5% 
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July 1985 1986 

Club/Military/RACES: 2,792 2,684 
Total Active Stations: 411,079 422,877 
Increase in Amateur Stations 2.87% 


(Source: FCC, Washington, DC) 


Amateur Radio Licenses Processed by FCC 
1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 


July 11,799 13,869 7,241 10,927 16,355 
(Source: FCC, Gettysburg, PA) : 


July 1986 was a big month for process- 


ing amateur radio licenses! It was the most 
ever processed during July in the last six 
years! Over 2,800 new amateurs joined the 
ranks for the first time - 2,553 at the Novice 
level. The big increase was due primarily to 
FCC's license processing facility in 
Gettysburg getting backed up in their key 
entry section rather than substantially more 


amateurs being tested. Another reason for the 


big increase is that the FCC only tested on a 
quarterly basis during 1984 - the VEC pro- 
gram iS now working and gaining momentum! 
Whatever the reason, it was welcome! 


The FCC is now issuing most amateur 
licenses in 17 calendar days. It was taking 30 
days just last month. (You have to add 2 to 3 
weeks for the application to filter through 
the VEC channels.) 


Gettysburg now has a faster way of. 
comparing new amateur licensing information. 


with the FCC's Washington, DC, data base. 
The data used to be output on magnetic tape 
and taken by courier to Washington from 
Gettysburg. The tape is now modem trans- 
mitted over the phone lines to the main frame 
computer in Washington. After being checked 
it is retransmitted the next day back to 
Gettysburg and the licenses are then printed. 


Gettysburg's Larry Weikert told me that 
their amateur radio operator license issuing 
equipment does indeed have the capability to 
skip over already assigned eall signs. The 
1-by-3 "W" prefix call signs will be issued 
after the "Nx3's" are assigned. 


Larry also said that the VE/VEC paper- 
work is being completed much better now - 
even better than when the FCC field offices 
handled the applications! 


-00 postage 


ea en 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


Code Tapes 5, 13 or 20 wpm$4.95 + $1 


BAO mM -bLIM-,  O4..4-- 02a be Ann 


FCC-Novice Study Guide 


10NS 


WN I. A a Se SAN, 


aD 


< a 


rs 


a 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all reg 


(New "Learn the 
Code" tape =$4.95) 


W5Y. 
P.O¥ 
Dallas, } 


AQy 


- PUB 


prerequisite qualifications of any sort. 


WS5YI REPORT ecco. 


Page #5 


September 1, 1986 


PACKET RADIO DIGITAL NETWORK 


An article in the August 18th issue of 


InfoWorld, the weekly journal of microcomput- 


erist, reminds us that the FCC has not yet 
taken action on the Don Stoner/W6TNS peti- 
tion (assigned RM-5241 last December) to re- 
allocate 2 megahertz in the 6 meter ham band 
to public Personal Computer interconnection. 


The service, as Stoner envisions, would 
allow computer hobbyists to tie in to a "wide 
band digital highway" located between 52 and 
54 megahertz. The packet computer network 
would be the digital equivalent of the U.S. 
Postal Service. An addressed letter (message 
with a packet address) could be inserted into 
a mailbag (digital network) and transmitted to 
a destination mailbox (remote radio modem/- 
node controller.) 


Each user is considered to be a "node" 


in the Publie Digital Radio Service, PDRS. 


Each node becomes a postoffice in that mess- 


; ages for other nodes (mailboxes) are rerouted 


("digipeated") to their recipient. Stoner said 
that a two megahertz spectrum slice is suffic- 
ient to handle data rates in exeess of 1 mil- 


lion bits per second. He said the number of . 


simultaneous users is unlimited due to an 
advantage of FM ealled "eapture effect." 
Each node will 'hear' (or capture) only the 
strongest stations in the immediate area of 
the node. Thus PDRS would become an very 
inexpensive alternative to telephone/ecomputer 
lashup. 


PDRS would be an unlicensed public 
access digital communications service and not 
an amateur service as we Know it today - 
something that many hams (and the ARRL) 
are completely opposed to. They maintain that 
amateurs now have the authority to set up 
the 52-54 MHz service and view PDRS as an 
intrusion by outsiders on their property. The 
ARRL said the spectrum is already well used. 


Stoner said that he had no objection if 
the goal of public computer communication 
was achieved within the Radio Amateur Ser- 
vice but that the service must not require 
eall letters (instead packet addresses and 
equipment would identify users), testing or 
Many 


wo tvaove 


amateurs look upon PDRS as simply a no-code 
unlicénsed amateur class and oppose it on 
that basis. 


Stoner, who as R&D Vice President of 
the Microperipheral Corporation is an expert 
in radio modems, said the needed controller 
can be made and sold for about $400. 


InfoWorld quotes Ray Kowalski, Chief 
of the FCC's Special Services Division, as 
saying that PDRS is scheduled for a prelimin- 
ary ruling in November. The key word is pre- 
liminary. That almost assuredly means further 
consideration via a Notice of Inquiry (request- 
ing further information from the public) or an 
NPRM, actually proposing PDRS implementa- 
tion. 


The only other alternative, MO&O - 
Memorandum Opinion & Order - denying the 
petition is considered a final ruling. A PDRS 
Report & Order could not be adopted since 
major matters are subject to the Administra- 
tive Procedures Act requiring public comment 


and reply evaluation. (A major matter is de- 
fined as other than an "editorial echange.") 


The Commission said back in 1983 when 
they last turned down "no-code" that a Com- 
puter Hobby Radio Service (also proposed by 
Stoner) is something that they would take a 
November appears to be when. 


look at later. 
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The long awaited trial transcript neces- 
sary for the Ravenscroft appeal became avail- 
able on August 13 - six months after the 
trial! Jack Ravenscroft, VE3SR, is the Canad- 
ian amateur who was found guilty of violating 
the "nusianee statutes" since his ham station 
interfered with various RFlI-prone appliances 
belonging to a neighbor. Jack's station had 
been inspected by the DOC and given a clean 
bill. 


The 434 pages of testimony carry a tab 
of $2.50/page for a certified copy - nearly 
$1100 for the trial transcript! Jack's appeal 
lawyers now have 30 days to submit a "factum 
sheet" outlining the basis of the appeal. A 
Certificate of Perfection will then be issued 
establishing the date of the appeal before 


three Appeal Court judges - probably not 
before the Spring of 1987. 


Current total donations to the JRSD 
Fund approximate $55,000 and have come 
from almost 1300 donors - some from as far 
away as Australia, Finland, Sweden, Holland 
and the United Kingdom. Radio suppliers and 
the Canadian Association of Broadeasters also 
have been very generous. 


The case is being looked upon as "pre- 
ecedent setting" since even though Jack lost 
an RFI ease, he wasn't found guilty of radio 
interference, but of being a public nuisance 
instead. The government has jurisdiction over 
RFI matters, while "nuisance" is a civil situa- 
tion. (Donations go to: JRSD Fund; Box 8873; 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1G 3J2) 
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HAM TESTING BY PERSONAL COMPUTER.... 


Dr. Gerhard F. Schilling, AI6I, a retired 
scientist, has available a Commodore 64 com- 


puter disk that allows upgrade candidates to 
take a typical FCC Tech/General amateur 
radio examination. He has keyed in 329 of the 
574 questions and wrote a computer program 
that lets you take a typical test, grades your 
results and gives you a printout of the ques- 
tions you missed. Cost is $12.95 for the disk 
(37251 Sage Road, Hemet, CA 92343). 


A different sample test is available 
every time you take an examination. All of 
_the questions are not available due to memory 
considerations. There are no schematic dia- 


to study a specific subelement. If you miss 
the answer, the sereen asks you to try again. 


The FCC has adopted rules which now 
allow VE's to administer and grade actual 
amateur radio examinations by microcomputer. 
Schilling's concept can easily be expanded to 
not only provide applicant study material, but 
actual testing as well since the questions ean 
be randomized according to VEC instructions. 


Our VEC program will coordinate ham 
testing by computer as long as the program 
-randomly selects the appropriate number of 
questions and multiple choice answers from 
each subelement. It will also give amateur 
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entrepreneurs out there an opportunity to 
market (sell for profit) computer license 
study/testing programs. New §Part 97 rules, 
require, however, "preparing VE's" to hold a 
higher class amateur radio license (if one 
exists) than the examinations you are design- 
ing. "Preparing VE's" can not administer the 
examinations since "Administering VE's" are 
prohibited from participation in the license 
preparation business, - 


Contact us if you have any interest. 
There are no royalty payments of any kind 
and we can supply you with a complete set of 
questions/answers and the test question selec- 
tion formulas for each of the written ‘tests. 
You can even insert a feature on the disk 
that discusses the answer in a short para- 
graph. All test questions for a single written 
test element must be included on a single 
disk, of course. This could allow testing when 
the applicant locates three VE's to witness 
the exam. 


The objective is to make low price 
study/testing material widely available. We 
are particularly interested in having Commo- 
dore 64/128, Apple Il and IBM MS-DOS study- 
/test disks available in the publishing market- 
place. 


At least one VEC uses Commodore 64 
computer assisted Morse code examinations. 
A program asks questions about a transmitted 


'QSO. A variation could be used for both study 


and testing utilizing randomized computer 
transmitted code characters with the appli- 
eant keying in the correct answers. A print 
out advises the test results. There are all 
sorts of possibilities. The important point to 
remember is that a means must exist to pre- 
vent exact written/code test design disclosure 
to the applicant beforehand. 


Our new Novice Package is doing well! 
Package contains: code key, battery operated 
(1250 hertz tone) code oscillator, ARRL FCC 
Rule Book, AMECO Element 2 Study Manual, 
2 cassette tapes ("Learn the Code" and 5 
w.p.m. test prep), all 200 Novice questions/- 
multiple choice answers, instructions on how 
to give the Novice exam, FCC Form 610 
applications and three "ready-to-go" Novice 
examinations. Everything for a ham candidate 
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to go from "ground zero" to Novice without 
outside assistance. Nearly a $50 value for 
$19.95 plus $2.40 postage ($22.35) 
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ARE KIT AVAILABLE FOR NOVICE T 


$4.00 + $1.50 postage 


The Council for Amateur Radio Examin- 
ing (C.A.R.E.) has even a better deal! They 
have a free offer if your group is involved in 
testing Novices. 


Jim Georgias, W9JUG, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Council advises that their C.A.R.E. 
Kit ineludes four different Element 2 multi- 
ple-choice Novice exams, a code cassette tape 
eontaining 45 minutes of code practice and 
eight different 5 word-per-minute Morse Code 
examinations. 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


The kit is totally free of charge includ- 
ing postage. The cost of these kits is borne 


by C.A.R.E. - a non-profit umbrella group of 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinators. 


tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


There are seventy CARE KITS available 
on a first ecome-first serve basis from: 
C.A.R.E.; P.O. Box #688; Dept. "W"; Glen- 
view, Illinois 60025. They were produced by 
member VEC's with reproduction paid for by 
BP AGRsE. 


To obtain the maximum utilization, 
C.A.R.E. is interested in giving these kits to 
groups and organizations involved in Novice 
testing rather than individuals. Send some evi- 
dence that these materials will be used by a 
testing group, ham club or other amateur 
radio organization. 
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{ The DOC in Canada will reissue their 
planned reorganization of their amateur ser- 
vice under the new title "Radiocommunication 
Information Circular 24." RIC-24 adds certain 
new provisions including introduction of exam- 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
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announced the winners of the 19 scholarships 

which it administers. They are: 

John W. Gore Memorial Scholarship - $900 
James H. Baker, KI4YN/Alexandria, VA 


Si] ining fees, the dropping of the regulations 
<|{ examination for advanced amateurs’ and 
a !1 "attestation" (or certification by amateurs) as 
= = a replacement for the Morse Code exam. 
fe 
am = {| The Foundation for Amateur Radio 
5 m | (FAR), a non-profit organization, recently 
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Richard G. Chichester Mem.Schelarship - $900 
R. F. Westenberger, N9DKR/Springfield, IL 
Edwin S. VanDeusen Mem. Scholarship - $350 
David P. Tancrell, KB4GIA/Palm Bay, FL 
QCWA Memorial Scholarships - $600 each 
Michael Kazigian, KA2MRK/Park Ridge, NJ 
Leslie Redman, KA9PCV/Highland Park, IL 
Michael I. Silverglate, KR9Q/Sheboyban, W] 
D. J. Swiatlowski, KA2KLM/Camillus, NY 
Diane E. Willemin, KE8DJ/Elyria, OH 
Tony C. Wood, Jr, KB4DNE/Tuscumbia, AL 
QCWA R. S. Cresap Mem. Scholarship - $500 
D. E. Swiatlowski, KA2KMT/Camillus, NY 
Radio Club of America Scholarship - $500 
Francis P. Horan, KA3CJR/Drexel Hill, PA 
Edmund B. Redington Mem. Scholarship - $500 
Joy M. Davis, KE8EG/St. Louis, MI 
Young Ladies Radio League Scholarship- $500 
Carol A. Dunlap, KAINCX/Southwieck, MA 
Am. Radio News Service Scholarship - $750 
Mike Krensavage, KA3CUP/Marietta, GA 
Columbia Am. Radio Assoc. Scholarship - $750 
Bernard F. Collins, KA3FGV/Baltimore, MD 
Balt. Am. Rad. Assoc. Scholarship - $500 ea. 
Christine Gray, KA3NAR/Elkton, MD 
Erie J. Smith, KA3KHO/Silver Spring, MD 
Dade ARC Trop. Hamboree Sch. - $500 ea. 
David R. German, N4FAD/Sarasota, FL 
Todd E. Wiggins, KB4BDK/Marianna, FL 


These scholarships were open to all 
Radio Amateurs meeting the qualifications 
and residence requirements of the various 
sponsors. Announcement of the 1987 awards 
will be made in April. 


{ Harry A. Turner, W9YZE, world cham- 
pion CW hand key (Guinness Book of World 
Records) writes that he has "been using the 
American Morse, Land Line Morse or Railroad 
Morse or whatever you want to call it for 69 
years." Harry was a telegraph operator during 
the war and maintains that the American 
Morse can be sent and received faster than 
the International Morse. He added that had 
the text been sent in American instead of In- 
ternational Morse he would have set the hand 
sending record at 42 instead of 35 words-per- 
minute. Turner set the record in 1943. 


| FCC has advised all Region 12 (Carib- 


bean) VEC's that they have received com- 


plaints that unqualified persons residing in 
Puerto Rico may have fraudulently obtained 
Amateur licenses and upgrades through the 


volunteer examination: system. "Our records 
indicate that passing rates for examinations 
given in Puerto Rico are higher than the ave- 
rage." The FCC has asked Region 12 VEC's to 
take all necessary steps to insure examination 
ingtegrity. 


{ The 7420 to 7440 KHz slot seems to be 
mainly inhabited by unlicensed pirate short 
wave stations. Some real weird stuff going on 
there! Give it a listen. 


{ The FCC has acted on two Petitions for 
Reeonsideration filed by ex-FCC employee 
David B. Popkin, W2CC, of Englewood, NJ. 
FCC regulations prohibit third party radio- 
communications by an amateur whose license 
had been revoked or suspended. Popkin re- 
quested that the word "willful" be inserted 
into the rules. The FCC said that "before the 
Commission ean impose a sanction, the Com- 
munications Aect requires that the conduct 
was knowing, willful or repeated. There is no 
need to restate this in the individual operat- 
ing rules." 


q At Popkin's request, the FCC clarified 
certain frequency privileges and power limita- 


928 MHz band. Specifically, the FCC amended 
§Section 97.67(i) of the rules to clarify that 
while no amateur station transmissions are 
permitted on 902-928 MHz within 150 miles of 
the White Sands Missle Range, reduced-power 
transmissions (at 50 watts PEP output) are 
permissible between 150 and 200 miles from 
the boundries of White Sands Missile Range. 
The FCC also amended §Sections 97.7(g)(8) 
and (9) to clarify that secondary status bears 
no relation to the areas of prohibited opera- 
tion for the 902-928 MHz band. Additionally, 
the FCC elarified that pulse emissions by 
amateur stations are permitted in the 902-928 
“MHz_ band. 
0001UTC October 4, 1986. 


for Reconsideration with the FCC requesting 
a change in the new VE Morse code testing 
rules. New §Part 97.17(b) requires that the 
telegraphy examination contain all of the let- 
ters of the alphabet, numerals, 0-9, period, 
comma, question mark, AR, SK, BT and DN. 
The previous rules did not require code tests 


WS5YI REPORT... 


tions imposed upon amateur use of the 902- 


These rules beeome effective 


q The W5YI Report has filed a Petition 
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to contain all of these characters. This 
change obsoletes all VE/VEC code message 
tapes. It is also difficult to use both SK and 
AR in the same QSO code message. We asked 
for either a good mix of characters (such as 
75%) be contained in any one code test or a 
future implementation date of the new rules. 


HAPPENINGS IN SOVIET AMATEUR RADI 


q Dexter Anderson, W4KM, a government 
State Department (foreign affairs) employee 
translates the Soviet amateur magazine 
"Radio" every month. The translations provide 
interesting insight in ham radio in the Soviet 
Union. 


The June 1986 issue talks about "falsifi- 
ers punished" for submitting fraudulent 160- 
meter band contacts in the "All Union Compe- 
tition." Two collective stations were closed 
for three months and their operators prohib- 
ited from participating in radiosport competi- 
tions until the middle of January 1987. Soviet 
radiosport not only includes amateur radio, 
but sport radiodirection finding and radiobser- 
vation (SWLing) as well. There was criticism 


of radiosportsmen who overload radioamateur 


satellites with powerful transmitters or very 
efficienet antennas and an article on meteor 
seatter communications. 


The May 1986 issue discussed the "Cen- 
tral Radio Club of the USSR Named After 
E.T. Krenkel" and the great quantity of infor- 
mation radiograms that flows through its sta- 
tion, UK3A. Last year's "32nd Exhibition of 
Radioamateur Creative Work" showed ama- 
teurs were actively engaged in building com- 
puters. A story about Dimitr Ivanov, LZ1OL/- 
MM, a Bulgarian amateur and yachtsman who 
erossed the Atlantic in four months to Cuba 
with the help of ham radio (40 and 20 meter) 
communications was interesting. ...Due to high 
cost, most Soviet ham gear is homebrew "mod- 
ern equipment is urgently needed!" 


April's "The Face of the Amateur Air- 
waves" by UF6FHC gives us insight into their 
beginning 160 meter (1830-1930 kHz) no-code 
ham band. "As a rule, the great majority of 
(Soviet) amateurs begin by operating on 160 
meters. This is explained not only by the rela- 
tive simplicity of equipment but by the fact 
that all basic emission modes are permitted. 
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Mass competitions are conducted and DX is 
possible for everyone. The band has become 
popular with amateurs of all ages and ranks, 
and is getting crowded. It's hard to accomo- 
date the interests of beginning and experi- 
enced sportsmen. The answer is to increase 
discipline, attention and responsibility on the 
part of shortwavers." There is also a discus- 
sion of "radiohooliganism" - those that illeg- 
ally operate without a call sign. An interest- 
ing paragraph: "The 160m band is where begin- 
ners first get an impression from their older 
eomrades of the style and method of conduct- 


ing QSO's. That's why we would like to 
attract experienced radioamateurs to this 
band. Operate more on it, work beginners. 


Operate not to 'sit out' DxX-stations or to 
demonstrate your sport prowness, but rather 
to educate young sportsmen by your personal 
example." ’ 


"A Quarter of A Gentury Later" is 
about Major Yuri Gagarin,\the first man to 
travel in space. He was awarded the title of 
"Master of RadioSport" although nowhere in 
the article does it mention he is a licensed 
amateur or possesses a call sign. Suggested 
was that Soviet radioamateurs build a satel- 
lite repeater for communication between 
radioamateurs and cosmonauts. 


March 1986 issue exclaims that radio- 
teletype (RTTY) in the Soviet Union is in a 
state of neglect. Also an article on "Program- 


ming in BASIC." 


February 1986 has an article on the 
Soviet 'Radio' satellites. Of the six satellites 
placed in orbit at the end of 1981, only two 
"Radio-5" and "Radio-7" are still in operation. 
Replacements are being prepared by "radio- 
amateur-constructors" at the DOSAFF Space 
Technology Laboratory in Moscow and Kaluga 
with new modes. Reception will be added in 
the 21 MHz and transmission on 144 and 430 
MHz. Apparently they call satellites "space 
radio bridges." Amateur satellite technology is 
a widespread topie in the USSR. 


°ape ape 


AMATEUR FIGHTS UNFAIR CITY ORDINANCE 


The City of Lakeside Park, Kentucky, 
has declared that PRB-1 placing amateur 


antennas and their support structures in the 


federal domain "is unconstitutional both on its 
face and as applied to the FCC inasmuch as 
it is so vague and ambiguous that it does not 
give a reasonable person fair notice as to 
which sphere of regulation the FCC intends. 
to preempt and to which sphere of regulation 
the FCC has not preempted." 


John A. Thernes', WM4T, battle to 
erect a 70' antenna began four years ago 
when the city rejected his antenna/tower 
application stating it was contrary to an 
existing ordinance. An appeal in 1983 was 
also denied. A federal judge ruled in 1984 
that the FCC did not preempt the regulation 
of tower height "which a _ local legislative 
body may do to promote the aesthetic appear- 
ance of a community." 


Thanks to PRB-1, an appeal to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals went in Thernes favor. The 
ease was remanded back to the District 
Court. The eity then rushed through a 
antenna ordinance which allowed TV antennas, 
but not larger ham beams. Thernes position is 
that the ordinance does not apply to amateur 
antennas which are federally regulated. Now 


‘the city says that PRB-1 is unconstitutional. 


The battle continues. A fund (started at the 
Dayton HamVention) has been set up to help 
John fight back. (N.Kentucky Tower Fund; 
P.O. Box #17721, Lakeside Park, KY 41017.) 


(aD > EDO 


JAPAN LAUNCHES FIRST HAM SATELLITE... 


The first nipponese amateur radio satel- 
lite JAS-1 is now in orbit and being used by 
amateurs around the globe. It was launched by 
Japan's new H-I rocket from Tanegashima 
Island on August 12 at 21:47:07 UTC - some 
14 minutes after scheduled lift-off time but 
still within the launch "window." 


Thus USA's NASA and France's Ariane 
now has company is the race for space ...and 
eventually in the satellite trucking business. 
The H-I uses a Japanese-made guidance sys- 
tem and liquid-fuel engine. Up until this point, 
Japan has been almost totally dependent upon 
western space technology. They have now vir- 
tually achieved independence in the space 
race although their totally Japanese built roc- 
fet - the H-II - won't be ready until 1992. 
Some 80% of the H-I vehicle was Japan devel- 
oped 


— 


Japan wants to be able to "go it alone" 
in space so that they will have the capability 
to manufacture pharmaceuticals, semiconduct- 
ors and other materials in space where 
weightlessness assures top quality production. 
Ultimately they plan to compete with the USA 
and western Europe in offering launch ser- 
vices to other countries. At present a US/- 
Japan technology agreement prohibits Japan 
from launching satellites for other countries 
if it uses American technology. 


The new JAZZ-ONE ham satellite is 
now called JO-12 (Japan OSCAR-12) or "Fuji" 
- after the Japanese chrysanthemum. AMSAT 
had the largest launchday news service all set 
to go. AMSAT operations veep W@RTK 
chaired a teleconference network which was 
rebroadeast on 20 and 15 meters - Japan, 
England (G3YJO/University of Surrey) and 
South Africa were also tied in. 


It is customary to change the pre- 
launch name of the satellite to a post-launch 
name. Every satellite of recent past has 
picked up a different name once in orbit. For 
example: UOSAT-B became UOSAT-II or 
UOSAT OCSAR-11. They have a different tra- 
dition in Japan - that is they retitle a satel- 
lite after a flower - hence the "Fuji" name. 


While there has been talk that NASA 
won't be launching any more commercial sat- 
ellites, we have been told that doesn't mean 
that NASA won't be launching amateur satel- 
lites. AMSAT's Hal Price, NK6K, said NASA 
will still launch military and research satel- 
lites. Ham satellites are considered an experi- 
mental R&D effort by NASA. Amateurs are 
not in the business of supplying commercial 
communications. "It looks like 1988 before 
another amateur satellite will be launched by 
NASA," Hal said. The next one will be PAC- 
SAT - a 'getaway special' canister store- 
and-forward packet radio message device." 


I asked Hal about transmitting third 
party traffie through PACSAT. Could an ama- 
teur of a nation without a third party agree- 
ment with the United States send such traffic 
to the United States thru an amateur satel- 
lite to another amateur? "It is yet to be de- 


tion or as an extension of the ionosphere," he) 


et Sn 
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finding the transponder on, started communi- 


Jiftoff. 


easy satellite to use and hear. 
extremely sensitive. Hal Price/NK6K used less 
than 10 watts ERP (less than a watt into a 10 
dbi antenna) up to get a full volume signal 
down, |The Mode JD store/forward transponder 
has not yet been activated. 


fined if a satellite counts as an amateur sta-/) 
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said. "If the message was sent from one ama- 
teur to another via the ionosphere, no third 
party is involved. As long as the message was 
sent from one amateur to another, there 
would be no problem in any country anywhere. 
If you view that there is a control operator 
for the satellite station then the receiving 
amateur station) could be considered a third 
party and therefore illegal." 


PACSAT yill offer a low-cost low-orbit 
means of messaging by inhaling (storing) traf- 


international satellite 
required an expensive geosta- 
tionary setup/ The Japanese JAS-1 (J-OSCAR- 
12) has a PACSAT class transponder on it. 


According to Aviation & Space Technol- 
ogy a group in Sweden have contracted to 


launch a low-orbit satellite called the Mail- 
Star Project on a Chinese booster. This is 
nothing more than a commercial PACSAT and, 
like packet radio, an example of a concept 
that was first tried in amateur radio and 
found to have commercial applications. 


The JAS-1/J-OSCAR-12 satellite is a 
public-domain open-access amateur satellite. 
The 2+meter uplink is 145.90 to 146.00 MHz, 
downlink 435.90 to 435.80 MHz. The sum of 
the uplink and downlink should equal 581.80 
MHz, 


Amateurs started using JAS-1 almost as 
soon as the satellite appeared over Europe. 
This was not the intent of the JAMSAT con- 
trollers. They wanted to check out the satel- 
lite first. They apparently had no idea that 
amateurs would start using the transponder 
immediately and they neglected to notify the 


ateur community not to use it. Amateurs, 


ating through JAS-1 within 15 minutes of 


JAS-1/J-OSCAR 12 is an extremely 


The uplink is 


